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Uf\.1 TO SPONSOR ELDERHOSTEL PROGRAM
JUNE 19-JULY AS UNIVERSITY EXPERIENCE
FOR ELDERLY FRm.l IONTANA, OTHER STATES
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MISSOULA-The University of Montana is the first campus in the Northwest to join a group of 61
institutions across the country in offering
Americans.

Elderhostel, a summer study program for older

UM's Elderhostel will run from June 19 to July 1.

The only admission requirement for participation in Elderhostel is that participants
be of at least retirement age (not necessarily 65).
the opportunity to live on campus if they desire.
per person per week:

U1's Elderhostel offers participants
Maximum cost for participation is $65

this fee includes lodging, food, tuition, activities and field trips.

Individuals who wish to live at home and participate in Elderhostel activities may
do so for $15 weekly and will be accommodated after residential students enroll.
to Tim Welsh, UM's

~lderhostel

According

coordinator, transportation to Elderhostel activities will

be provided by the University at no cost to participants who have no transportation of their
own.
UM's Elderhostel courses include:
Genealogy:

Montana History, Roadside Geology, Astronomy,

Tracing Family Ancestry, Western Film Series,

~oetry

and Creative Writing, Oral

History, Yoga, Law for the Layperson and Auto Mechanics.
Field trips will be available during the weekend between class sessions--June 25 and 26-to the National Bison Range, St. Ignatius, and the ghost towns of Garnet and Granite.
Evening activities include a slide presentation on India and Nepal, a film series on the
World's Energy and Food Needs, a fiddling jamboree and square dancing.

-more-
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According to Dr.

~~rtin

Knowlton, founder of Elderhostel and executive director of

the National Elderhostel Headquarters in New Hampshire, the University of

~lantana's

affiliation with the Elderhostel network will give Montanans access to other programs
2cross the country in future years.
Currently, thousands of older Americans are combining their vacation with a
participation in Elderhostels at university campuses throughout the United States.

U~1

anticipates enrollees from other parts of the country in its Elderhostel and has already
received inquiries from persons living in New England and Arizona.
Knowlton will be in tlissoula Monday and Tuesday, nay 23-24, to introduce
first Elderhostel experience.

Knowlton plans to meet with

U~l

mt's

faculty who will participate

in Elderhostel and with members of the Kathleen Walford Senior Citizens Center and other
interested community groups.
On Tuesday, f-lay 24, Knowlton will discuss the University's Elderhostel program
planned for this summer and report on the national development of the Elderhostel
concept since its inception in 1975.
Tuesday,

~lay

He will give a free public address at 8 p.m.

24, in the University Center Ballroom.

Knowlton's address should be of special interest to potential participants in UM's
progran1, persons having older friends or relatives, and persons who work with older
Americans.
The courses and activities for Uti's Elderhostel \llere planned with the assistance
of several

~lissoula

organizations, including the Retired Senior Volunteer Program, the

Retired Teamsters Club and local chapters of the American Association of Retired Persons,
the National Retired Teachers Association and the Retired Railroaders Association.
Course descriptions, registration forms and lists of special events and field trips
are available from the Center for Continuing Education,
r.1ontana, t:lissoula, Montana

~lain

Hall 107, University of

59812, or may be requested by calling Tim Welsh,

Elderhostel Coordinator at 243-2900.
##

ur.1

